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FINAL RANKING 
 

 
 

 

BRILLANT DEFENCE 
 

Lucky me, just in time to see Maarten Schollaardt 
set up a brilliant defence in the match White 
House against Denmark 

 
E/EW  
Brd. 22 

♠ K 4 3  
A 8 6  
K 8 4 

♣ A J 7 4 
♠ A Q J 10 2  

Q J 5 4  
J 3  

♣ 10 2 

N ♠ 8  
K 10 7 3  
7 6 

♣ K Q 9 8 5 3 

W E 
S 

 ♠ 9 7 6 5  
9 2  
A Q 10 9 5 2 

♣ 5 
 

After a competitive auction, with West opening 
with 1♠ and East responding 1NT, South became 
declarer in a contract of 4 . 
Schollaardt rejected the normal heart Queen lead, 
fearing it might costs a trick if dummy held the 
heart King-Ten. Expecting the spade King in 
dummy and judging partner to hold one or two 
spades only, he hit upon the spade Jack opening 
lead, hoping this would both deceive declarer and 
assure two spade tricks. In reality, the lead would 
have given the contract away had declarer dared 
put up the King, Understandably, however, the 
Danish South ducked. Similarly, the♠10 was 
ducked next and Schollaardt finished the job by 
cashing the ♠A and continuing with the ♠Q. 
Declarer ruffed with dummy’s K and went two 
down when he subsequently took a losing finesse 
against East’s presumed J.    
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BC STAR – TCP ANGELINI: HIGH STANDARD 
 

After the first 12 boards of the final, Italy took the 
smallest of leads, 1 IMP. 

Both tables started with a dull 7  claiming 20 
tricks after the lead, but soon the deals turned 
more interesting     

On board 5 Lauria-Versace bid a good non-
vulnerable game for a six imp gain, but were 
somewhat unlucky when Brüggemann-
Willemsens stayed out a non-vulnerable game on 
the next board, which went down at the other 
table because of bad breaks. The Italians were 
leading by 5 IMPs going into the last two boards 
of the set:    

 
S/---  
Brd. 11 

♠ 4 3  
-  
K 8 4 2  

♣ K J 9 8 6 5 3 
♠ K 8 5  

A Q 6 3  
Q J 9 5 

♣ 7 4 

N ♠ A Q 10   
10 9 5 4 2 
A 10 7 3 

♣ A 

W E 
S 

 ♠ J 9 7 6 2   
K J 8 7  
6 

♣ Q 10 2 
 
 

West North East South 
Versace Brüggemann Lauria Willemsens

   2♣*
pass 2 * pass 2 *
pass 3♣ dbl 4♣
dbl pass 4  pass 

pass 5♣ dbl all pass 
 
It`s not that easy to end up in 4♥ after your 
opponents open the bidding with 2♣ showing both 
majors. Lorenzo Lauria elected to pass at his first 
turn and was glad to see Remco Brüggemann 
show his long clubs. He now doubled for take-out 
and Willemsens with his nice fit came to life.  
Versace could double for take-out and bid the 
heart game with knowledge of how the suit was 
divided. With no-one vulnerable Brüggemann took 
a very optimistic view by bidding once more.

 
 

 
Francesco Angelini 
 
Versace led trump and Lauria had to return 
hearts, hoping that partner held the high pips in 
the suit. Henk Willemsens could have gone right 
here by playing the 7 but you can`t blame him 
for putting up the Jack. Versace covered, 
Willemsens ruffed and continued with a spade to 
the Ten, Jack and King. Being afraid of 
endplaying  his partner,Alfredo Versace lay down 
the Queen of diamonds. When that held the trick, 
he was torn between continuing with the Jack of 
diamonds and shifting to the ♣7. The latter was 
the right card but the Jack of diamonds hit the 
table. Now Willemsens could ruff two diamonds 
and he claimed eight tricks. This looked like a two-
imp loss for the Dutch but Jacco Hop and Marion 
Michielsen saved the board.             
 

West North East South 
Hop Fantoni Michielsen Nunes 

   pass 
1 2♣ 2♠* 3♣
3 5♣ dbl pas 
5 pas pas dbl 

 

We don`t know if Michielsen would have found the 
♣A lead against 5♣ doubled, and which heart 
Fantoni would have played to the next trick when 
Michielsen shifts to a heart. Being doubled in 5  
gave the Dutch team a four IMP swing and they 
now trailed by only one.   
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THE CRUCIAL APPEAL
 
In their semi-final, Bamberger Reiter and Parioli-
Angelini fought a fierce battle. The score 
difference between the clubs was always small. 
When the match was over, the Germans had won 
by a margin of only seven IMPs. Still, it was by no 
means certain which team had qualified for the 
final as several appeals had yet to be decided. 
The appeal on board 13 of segment 4 turned out 
to be crucial: 
 
N/All  
 

♠ A 10 9 6 4 3 2 
8 4 3 
Q 5 2 

♣ - 
♠ K 8 

A Q 10 6 2 
K 8 

♣ Q J 6 3 

N ♠ Q 5 
9 
A J 10 9 6 

♣ K 9 4 2 

W E 
S 

 ♠ J 7 
K J 7 5 
7 3 

♣ A 10 8 7 5 
 
 

West North East South 
Elinescu Fantoni Wladow Nunes 

 3♠ pass pass 
...dbl pass 3NT all pass 

 

 
 
After a spade lead (ducked by North) declarer had 
no other option than to find the Q in North and to 
finesse the Q. That way he made nine tricks.  
 
The Italian side objected. East’s 3NT had been 
made after West had paused for a considerable 
time before doubling. Thus East had received 
unauthorized information. 
 
The Appeals Committee ruled that there had 
indeed been too much unauthorized information, 
and it changed the table result to East-West 5 , 
down one. This gave Parioli-Angelini 12 IMP gain 
on the board as Lauria-Versace had bid and made 
3NT at the other table.  
 
As the other appeals did not materially affect the 
result, the match was decided in favour of Parioli-
Angelini by a margin of 5 IMPs.  

 
 

A WORD FROM THE EDITOR 
 
Your editor wishes to thank his team for the 
cheerful – and often effective - way the bulletin 
had been produced. Erik and Peter were always 
there, were the action was. Margriet designed all 
pages from early in the morning till late at night. 
Elisabeth made tons of great pictures and acted 
as internet vugraph operator almost at the same 
time. Lex checked every single word and card, 

meanwhile turning our Dutch-English into English-
Dutch. Last and not least, I wish to thank good old 
Bram, doing all the necessary logistics. He even 
took me by surprise today, arriving one minute 
earlier then the rest of us. As far as I remember, 
this had not happened before. 
 
Hope to see you next year in Paris!       
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THE POWER OF THE WEAK NOTRUMP (part 2) 
 
 
In the previous bulletin you might have seen some 
hands illustrating the power of the weak notrump 
as used by Hans Kelder and Marcel Winkel of 
STAR. Here is another example. 
 
Semi-final, segment 3, board 8. STAR, Utrecht v. 
Quantum, Bulgaria: 
 
W/- 
 

♠ Q 9 5 
Q J 8 5 4 
J 3 

♣ K Q 10 
♠ K 10 7 6 

K 6 2  
9 4  

♣ 9 8 5 3  

N ♠ A J 4 3 2  
A 10 9 
A Q 10 

♣ A 4 

W E 
S 

 ♠ 8  
7 3 
K 8 7 6 5 2 

♣ J 7 6 2  

 
West North East South 

Aronov Kelder Stefanov Winkel 
pass 1NT1 pass 2♠2 

all pass    
 
1) 11-13 
2) long or short spades 
 
The North-South pair plays a funny little 
convention here: 2♠ shows shortness or length in 
spades. Or, as Marcel Winkel explained at the 
table: “You will find out when you double me.” 
Apparently, Aronov and Stefanov were not 
interested in learning more, and the auction came 
to rest in the spade partscore. Declarer by the 
way went five light, but still a 5 IMP gain, because 
Michielsen-Hop bid and made 4♠ at the other 
table. 
 

 
 

NOT SUCH AN EASY GAME 
Het Witte Huis took an early lead against its 
Swedish opponents in the final for 5th and 6th 
place. This deal from segment 1 was quite helpful 
to the hosting bridge club:  
 
S/All 
Brd. 7 

♠ A J 8 4 
7 6 
K 

♣ J 10 9 8 4 3 
♠ Q 6 3 

A Q 10 2 
9 2 

♣ K 7 6 2 

N ♠ 9 5 
K 9 8 4 
A J 8 6 4 3 

♣ A 

W E 
S 

 ♠ K 10 7 2 
J 5 3 
Q 10 7 5 

♣ Q 5 

 
West North East South 

Jansma   Paulissen  
   pass 

pass 1♠ dbl 2♠
dbl pass 3  pass 
3 pass 4  all pass 

 
North led the ♣J. After winning the Ace, Jansma 
crossed to his hand with a top heart, pitched a 
spade on the ♣K and played a diamond to the 
King and Ace. Jansma continued with a low 
diamond from dummy, South following small. 
North ruffed declarer’s nine and continued in 
clubs, winning the trick when a spade was thrown 
from dummy. Next came a fourth round of clubs 
and declarer still did not ruff. Instead he pitched a 
diamond and joyfully remarked to his partner: 
“They are cashing out, Gert-Jan.” This was the 
last trick for defense, as Jansma was always in 
the position to ruff three spades in dummy.  
Nicely played by Jansma. Thus far your editor has 
not found anyone else who made the heart game. 
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